Sensorineural hearing loss associated with otitis media with effusion.
The clinical records of 1,372 cases of otitis media with effusion (OME) treated during the past 10 years were reviewed in search of associations with sensorineural hearing loss (SNHL). In 14 cases (1.0%), the development of SNHL was considered to be etiologically related to OME. These 14 cases were classified into two groups. In group A, which consisted of 5 cases, the clinical feature was acute onset of SNHL and gradual improvement. In group B of 9 cases, SNHL progressed gradually or insidiously and did not improve. Different pathophysiology may be assumed to underlie these two groups. The results of this study demonstrate that we have to pay attention to a possible development of SNHL during the course of OME.